
WHAT SHOULD I PRUNE FOR A HEALTHY TREE?

	 Competing leaders  
(remove weaker branches)

	 Malformed branches

	 Branches that are growing from the 
same spot or on the same plane next 
to each another 

	 Branches that have a narrow 
attachment 

	 Weak growth in the canopy 
(“water sprouts” - will not bear fruit) 

	 Weak growth coming from the base 
of the tree (suckers) 

	 Crossing branches that will rub or 
grow into one another (remove the 
smaller of the two, or weaker branch)

	 Broken or diseased branches

	 Branches growing towards the 
center of the tree

	 Crowded branches
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Let us

show you how 
to properly 

plant a
tree.
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HOW DO I PROPERLY PLANT A TREE?

Use two opposing, flexible 
ties when staking is 
necessary. Ties should be 
placed on the lower half 
of the tree and allow trunk 
movement.

Gently pack backfill 
using  water to settle soil 
around the root ball

Set ball on 
firmly packed 
soil to prevent 
settling

Trunk 
flare

Keep 
mulch 
1-2 
inches 
back

2-4 inch 
layer of 
mulch

Remove 
containers, 
wrappings, 
wires and ties
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HOW DO I PROPERLY MULCH?

Incorrect 
mulching

Proper 
mulching

Root flare zone

2-4 inch 
deep

Drip
line

6-12 
inches
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